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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 



Belgium. — We understand that a Statistical Congress is about to be 
held in Brussels, with the view of forming some general plan for the collec- 
tion of facts relating to population, commerce, and the social condition of 
various countries, and enabling the results to be compared on an uniform 
system. M. Quetelet, the learned secretary of the Academie Royale de 
Belgique, and corresponding member of most of the learned societies of 
Europe, has been indefatigable in his exertions in forming this reunion; and 
from the list of distinguished political economists and writers, from every 
country in Europe, who have sent in their names and promised their attend- 
ance, we cannot but anticipate the most important consequences. We shall 
probably in our next Number be able to notice some of the discussions, and 
publish the results of the labours of the Congress. 

Germany. — Berlin. — Works published in reference to Legislation on 
Assurance. — Under the title Die Privat Feuer Versicherung in Preussen 
(Private Fire Insurance in Prussia), a work (published by Carl Heymann 
in Berlin, 1853) has appeared, by Herr Assessor Hugo Meyer, for the 
Magdeburg Fire Insurance Company. It comprises a collection of the 
laws, ordinances, legal decisions, and professional opinions on the subject, 
and is at the present time of the utmost value in the assurance world, 
especially for those who have correspondence in assurance with Prussia. 
If we reflect in how many places the Prussian laws relating to this subject 
are scattered, and at what different periods they were passed — that the 
most important law of 8th May, 1837, has been considerably altered by 
later decrees and construction — it is well to be placed in possession of such 
copious materials, and to see how far they are clearly applicable in all 
cases. The author has brought great labour to bear in the compilation, 
and much knowledge and experience in editing it, so that the book is as 
complete as it is intelligible. 

In the introduction the author discusses the general laws of the country 
(Allgemeine landrecht) and the general legislative enactments (Allgemeine 
gerichtsordnung), the Rhenish code of laws {Rheinische gesetzbuch), the 
law of 8th May, 1837, together with the ministerial instructions of 10th 
June, 1837, relating thereto, the penal code and ministerial rescripts 
thereon, and is divided into three principal parts. The first part, on the 
assurance against fire risks, treats especially of the Assurance Companies, 
of the procuring assurances by agency, of the conditions of an assurance, of 
assurance contracts, and of the magisterial regulations for annulling assur- 
ance contracts. The second part treats of fire losses, especially of the 
cause of the damage by fire, of the course to be pursued by the assured 
after a loss has arisen, of the rights of the assurers on the proof of claims, 
on the extent of the obligation to indemnify for losses, and of the nature of 
the warrantry to make good the loss. The third part relates to the pro- 
cesses of law in fire insurance matters, and is in every respect so copious and 
made so clear, even for the non-legal reader, that the book is not merely 
necessary for all boards of management and leading agencies, but should 
also lie on the table of every assurance agent whatever. Besides an index 
according to the order of time, there is subjoined to it an index of matters, 
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which is required by the copiousness of the work (332 pages), and which 
greatly facilitates the search for information. The author has, by this 
well-timed and admirable work, deserved not only the thanks of the 
assurer, but of the assured; and we consider ourselves under obligation 
strongly to recommend the work to all those who take an interest in assur- 
ance and in the legislation relating to it. 

The Feuer Versicherungs-wesen nach Preussischem rechte (Practice of 
Fire Assurance according to the laws of Prussia) is a collection of the laws 
relating to this subject, and ^administrative ordinances, with their practical 
application. Edited by H. Graff, Counsellor of Justice, Breslau. Geo. 
Philipp, Aderholz, 1852. The work is divided into four sections, and 
contains in the first the law of 8th May, 1837, and the ministerial instruc- 
tions of 10th June, 1837; in the second, the regulations of the Allgemeine 
landrechts concerning assurance against fire risks; in the third, the regula- 
tions of the Rhenish code relating to the assurance against fire; and in the 
fourth, the ordinances and decisions which have been published since the 
appearance of the latter. 

It may be judged, from this summary of the contents, that the book is 
not without practical value, and must have been of great service up to the 
appearance of the above-mentioned work by Herr Assessor Meyer; but it 
cannot be compared in value with the much fuller and more elaborate 
labours of the last, nor does the editor himself make pretensions thereto. 

Masius, Rundschau der Versicherungen. 
Gotha Life Assurance Bank. — Extract from the Report for 1852. 
I. — Assurances. 



Assurances in force at the beginning 
New assurances during the year 


; of the year 

Sums Assurec 
£82,757 

60,171 


Persons. 

16,855 

1,423 


Sums Assured. 
£3,814,614 
332,372 


Assurances cancelled — Persons. 
By death . . 346 
Policies surrendered, } 017 
lapsed, &c. . J 


18,278 
1. 

563 


4,146,986 
142,928 




ng the 90th j 
ounger age 


Assurances at the end of the year 
Classification of Assurances : — 

Whole life- 
Payable at death, or on attaini: 

year of age . 
Payable at death, or at any y 
than the 90th year 


17,715 

■ 17,313 
146 


£4,004,058 

£3,904,159 
35,443 



17,459 3,939,600 

For terms of years 203 53,243 

Survivorships 53 11,214 



17,715 4,004,057 
Sex of assured — 

Males 16,565 3,776,600 

Females 1,150 227,457 



17,715 £4,004,057 
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Amount of Assurances. 


















. 


CO 


CD 


oj 




CO 


C© 
CO 


CTJ 


b- 


^ 


»o 


o 


-* 


CO 
CM 


-<* 










(N 




*o 


t- 


















<=* 


<* 


«rt 


«« 


1 


7 


=rt 


«tf ' 


<♦* 


W 


Total. 


Age. 


I 


1 


1 


i 


1 


i 


? 


| 


I 


1 










t-* 


o 


CO 


'■£> 


Ci 


1 
























<M 








o 


















1^ 


r~ 














«*i 


«tf 


=U 


=« 


«tj 


*i 


«rt 




f-T 








18—20 














55 


<*» 


=« 






Number of Persons. 


Persons. 


Sums 

Aasured. 


8 




















8 


£ 

771 


21—25 


68 


9 


2 


1 


3 


1 










84 


12,271 


26—30 


433 


83 


19 


16 


12 


7 








2 


572 


96,429 


31-35 


1082 


281 


92 


54 


38 


20 


3 


7 


5 


20 


1,602 


338,500 


36—40 


1468 


428 


148 


64 


68 


24 


3 


7 




27 


2,237 


472,057 


41—45 


1857 


619 


209 


96 


64 


36 


* 9 


18 


1 


33 


2,942 


638,329 


46—50 


1915 


675 


214 


152 


84 


54 


10 


21 


1 


34 


3,160 


726,028 


51—55 


1594 


611 


215 


140 


74 


44 


10 


85 


2 


30 


2,755 


661,929 


56—60 


1162 


460 


137 


96 


56 


46 


6 


15 


4 


19 


2,001 


472,543 


61—65 


707 


261 


99 


76 


52 


30 


6 


14 


3 


14 


1,262 


323,914 


66—70 


389 


156 


56 


35 


21 


16 


8 


Jl 




2 


694 


171,386 


71—75 


167 


56 


21 


12 


6 


6 


2 


7 


1 




278 


66,629 


76—83 


76 


30 


4 


7 


2 






1 
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23,271 
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The average age of the assured was, at the beginning of the year, 48 
years; and at the end, 48 years 2 months. The average amount of the 
sum assured on each life was, at the beginning of the year, £226; and at 
the end, £226. 10*. 

Deaths : — 



Age. 


Assured in 

the course of 

1852. 


Should die, 

according to 

the Tables 

used. 


Died. 


Plus. 


Minus. 


Mortality 
per cent. 


15—25 
26—30 
31—35 
36—40 
41—45 
46—50 
51—55 
56—60 
61—65 
66—70 
71—75 
76—88 


95 

595 

1,651 

2,293 

3,004 

3,241 

2,837 

2,066 

1,314 

739 

309 

134 


0-64 
4-96 
1619 
25-72 
36-53 
49-42 
56-08 
52-71 
43-04 
33-26 
22-47 
18-52 


2 
15 
19 
36 
47 
50 
51 
40 
42 
29 
15 


8-74 
6-53 


0-64 
2-96 
1-19 
6-72 
0-53 
2-42 
6-08 
1-71 
3-04 

3-52 


6-34 
0-91 
083 
1-20 
1-45 
1-76 
2-47 
304 
5-68 
9-39 
11-19 




18,278 


359-54 


346 


15-27 


28-81 
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Of the 346 persons on whose lives the total sum of £82,757 was 
assured, only 332 (for £78,415) were entitled to full payment. For one 
assured (£143), who had shortened his life by intoxication, the half of the 
sum assured was paid by compromise. The other 13 (assured for £199), 
who had died by suicide, left to their representatives no claim to the sum 
assured, but only to a return out of the reserved fund. This return was, 
in two cases of suicide which were " non compos mends," the full value of 
the policies; in the other 11 cases of intentional suicide, the usual purchase 
price. 

The proportion of deaths was 316 males and 30 .females. In the course 
of 1852, 17,074 males and 1,204 females being assured, the rate of mor- 
tality of the former was 1*85 per cent., of the latter 2*49 per cent. The 
mean age of the males and of the females was about the same; the latter 
showed, as usual, a much higher mortality than the former. 

A very accurate table in the appendix of the report shows, in the case 
of every death, the age of the assured at the date of the assurance, the age 
at his death, and the cause of the death. There died 48 by apoplexy, 
41 by consumption (phthisis), 38 by dropsy, 27 by nervous fever, 20 by 
marasmus senilis, 13 by suicide, 11 by cholera Asiatica, &c. 

II. Cash Account for the Year 1852. 

Dr. £. 

Invested capital at the end of 1851 922,174 

Amount of new premiums for 1852 11 ,284 

„ renewal premiums for 1852 . . . . ' . . 131,233 

„ premiums paid in advance '54 

„ commuted premiums 57 

Interest on loans 36,839 

Dividends unclaimed 271 

Profit from agio on money, existing bonds, bills of exchange, &c . 145 

House rent, deducting all charges 95 

Extra receipts for deposits, &c 524 

Total . . £1,102,676 

Cr. £. 

Paid 4 claims for the year 1850 799 

M 49 „ „ 1851 12,443 

„280 „ „ 1852 64,314 

„ 6 claims fallen due in lifetime 1,472 

Dividends to the assured for the year 1846 (residue) . . . 640 

Dividends to the assured for the year 1847 26,787 

For policies purchased 2,327 

Agents' commission 3,189 

Expenses of management 4,036 

Extraordinary expenses 49 

Invested capital at the end of 1852 . . . . . . 986,620 

Total . . £1,102,676 

III. Balance-sheet for the Year 1852. 
Dr. " £. 

58 claims unsettled 15,728 

Unclaimed dividends for year 1847 603 

Deposits received in cash 4,446 

Reserve, or the value of all existing policies at the 31st Dec, 1852, 
without any regard to the premiums or parts of premiums paid for 
the time after this date 733,106 

Carried forward . . £753,883 
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Brought forward . . £753,883 
Gross amount of premiums in advance for the time after the 31st 

December, 1852 {Pr'dmienubertrag) 67,337 

Surplus (guarantee fund) — 

Surplus of 1848-51 £122,874 

Surplus of 1852 42,526 

165,400 

Total . . £986,620 

Or. £. 

Cash in hand 3,531 

Loans . 911,109 

Advances on policies 34,105 

Interest due 11,128 

Balances due by bankers 9,329 

Balances due by agents 12,618 

Value of the Society's building 4,800 

Total . . £986,620 

The guarantee fund comprehends, according to the former balance- 
sheets — 

£. 

The residue of the surplus of 1848 14,647 

The surplus of 1849 31,020 

„ 1850 30,388 

1851 46,818 

1852 42,525 

Total . . £165,398 

In the course of 1853 the surplus of 1848-49 is divided among the 
assured who have paid premiums in 1848. It consists of 

£. 

The residue of surplus of 1848 14,647 

Part of the surplus of 1849, corresponding to the premiums paid in 

1848, which are due in 1849 (£57,334) 14,463 

Total . . . £29,110 

The premiums for whole life assurances and survivorships paid in 1848 
being £121,291, the surplus of £29,110 gives a dividend of 24 per cent. 
This dividend is made in the course of 1853, on all existing policies by 
way of reduction of premiums, and on all policies cancelled by death or by 
surrender, by payment in cash or by bonds, which are issued when the 
policies are given up. 

The investments on loans and mortgages are 

£. 
832,691 first mortgages on land, of at least double the value. 
27,710 „ house property, of at least double the value, and insured 

against fire. 
18,443 on the bonds of public Loan Societies, based on land securities. 
15,257 in bonds of public institutions, whose management is under the control of 

the Government. 
17,008 on mortgage of stocks. 



£911,109 . Total. 
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Saxe Meiningen. — Fire Insurance Laws. — The Duke of Saxe Mein- 
ingen has promulgated a law respecting fire insurance, the purport of -which 
is as follows: — 

Article 1. The assurance against the risk of fire of buildings and 
removable objects is only so far lawful as that the amount of the assurance 
shall not exceed the true value at the time of the assurance. 

Art. 2. During the period of assurance, if the value of the object to be 
assured shall be diminished, a corresponding reduction of the sum assured 
may be made by the official managers. 

If objects be assured the nature and value of which are liable to change, 
as storehouses, large quantities of natural products, or other stores ware- 
housed for sale or consumption, the necessary precaution shall immediately 
be taken to make the sum assured correspond with the value of the object 
assured. 

Art. 3. The double assurance of one and the same object by different 
Companies is prohibited. 

Art. 4. The General Fire Insurance Company of the Principality of 
Hesse may retain the right to the assurance of immovable property accord- 
ing to their existing contracts, laws, and regulations, or as they may be 
further empowered hereafter. 

Art. 5. The assurance on the part of other Assurance Companies than 
that of Hesse, as well as the undertaking of assurances by the latter, is 
only permitted through the agency of recognized agents, who, as well as 
the Assurance Companies themselves, must have a special license for this 
purpose. 

The assurance of buildings by these Companies and by the above Com- 
pany is only allowed when the buildings to be assured in towns lie beyond 
the circuit of the walls, and are distant at least 100 feet from other build- 
ings or building grounds. 

Art. 6. The present law applies to all assurance contracts which shall 
be either concluded after the time of its publication, or should be renewed 
for six months after the publication of this law, but not to those already 
existing. The managers are nevertheless entitled, in cases where an excess 
of assurances according to these regulations should be discovered at any 
time, to effect a reduction to the rate prescribed in Article 1. 

Art. 7. The requisite further regulations for carrying out these regula- 
tions will be made public. 

Contraventions against the present law, as well as against the regula- 
tions to be hereafter published for carrying it out, may be punished by 
fines up to 100 gulden (£8. 10s.), or by corresponding terms of imprison- 
ment. 

The ordinances of the Ministry of State are dated 3rd March, and will 
either be given complete or in abridgment in the next Number. 



MISCELLANEA. 



First Parliamentary Committee on Insurance. — On the 22nd February, 
1719 (i.e., 1720, N.S.), a complaint having been made to the House of Com- 
mons to the effect that public and private subscriptions were being entered 
upon, for, as it was stated, " several unjustifiable projects and undertakings, 



